li.O               CONSIDERATIONS ON THE

suitable. They lend money to the peasants,
also grain for seed, and for the support of
their families, receiving a very profitable re-
turn : both parties are indeed aceommodated
by these means; but the poor peasant is al-
ways kept in balance. Were he suffered to
gain, he would become independent of his
mahajun ; he is therefore merely kept alive.
This system suits his habits of indolence and
idleness, and it is difficult to induce him to
rise above it*

Although, from the arrangements which
Government have now made in favour of
the zemindars, we are prevented from much
interference in the internal management of
their lands ; I trust I shall yet be able to
prove that there still remain means of ren-
dering the peasants a more independent
and happy race. These means ought to be
the immediate objects of a good Police;
which word I take in its widest sense, name-
ly, The science of bettering the condition
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